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'why such amendments were deemed necessary. Col 
Cutts, Dr Magruder, and Mrs Beall proposed some 
amendments to the amendments, and after discussion, 
participated in by Messrs Hagner, Kasson, Baker, 
Weller, McGee, Magruder, Spofford, and Cutts, the 
Amended Constitution was adopted as presented by 
the Amendment Committee. 

The annual election of officers resulted as follows: 

President, John A. Kasson. 

Vice-Presidents, Ainsworth R. Spofford, 
Alexander's. Hagner. 

Treasurer, James Dudley Morgan. 

Becording Secretary, Mrs. Mary Stevens Beall. 

Corresponding Secretary, M. I. Weller. 

Curator, James F. Hood. 

Chronicler, W. B. Bryan. 

Managers for 4 years, Marcus Baker, 

W J McGee. 

Miss Byington exhibited a Washington directory of 
1836. 

Adjourned at 10.30 p. m. 



LENFANT'S REPORTS TO PRESIDENT WASHING 

TON, BEARING DATES OF MARCH 26, JUNE 

22, AND AUGUST 19, 1791. 

These documents have not been previously pub- 
lished and are not known to the general public. They 
are of special interest in connection with other public 
documents published for the first time in this volume. 
In view of this fact, and to complete, as far as possible, 
the history of L'Enfant's authorship of the plan of the 
city, a communication was addressed to Col. Bingham, 
Engineer-in-charge of the Public Buildings and 
Grounds, for permission to have copies of these reports 
for publication in the records of this Society, with the 
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request that the application should be referred to Gen- 
eral John M. Wilson, Chief of Engineers, from whom 
the following reply was received. The copies have been 
made under the direction and supervision of Mr John 
Stewart, who has charge of the old records of the of- 
fice of Public Buildings and Grounds and they are, 
therefore, correct. 

Office of the Chief of Engineers, 

United States Army, 
Washington, D. C, Dec. 1, 1898. 
Dr S. C. Busey, No. 1545 I St. N. W., Wash., D. C: 

My Dear Sir — Your letter of the 28th ult. reached 
me this a. m., upon my return to the city. 

It has given me pleasure to say to Col Bingham that 
I have no objection to your having copies of the letters 
you mention, and it will afford him equal pleasure to 
send them to you. 

Yours very truly, 

John M. Wilson, 
Brig. Genl. Chief of Eng., U. S. A. 



Note relative to the ground lying on the Eastern 
Branch of the River Potowmack and being intended 
to parallel the several position proposed within 
the limits between the branch and georgetown for 
the seat of the federal clty. 

After coming upon the hill from the Eastern Branch 
ferry the country is level and on a space of about two 
miles each way present a most elligible position for 
the first setlement of a grand City, and one which if 
not the only within the limits of the Federal territory 
is at least the more advantageous in that part .lying 
between the Eastern Branch and Georgetown. 
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The soil is dry and notwithstanding well watered 
abounding springs it has an wholesome air and being 
of an easy ascent it is however so high that it com- 
mand on most of the surrounding country and may be 
effectually guarded from those Hills overlooking it — 
these are on the oposite side of the water and branch 
from the grand western montain which come round 
and Extend down on that eastern shore in bordering 
on the River Potowmack and they may rather be con- 
sidered as a mean for protection. As the securing of 
their submit with proper Establishment would render 
that situation most respectable. 

With respect to navigation it lay at the head of an 
extensive one and cover and from the bank of an 
harbor in every respect to be prefered to that of the 
Potowmack toward Georgetown Less impeded by ice 
and never so swelled with fresh — the chanell is deeper 
and wiil admit any vessel as may pass over the shalow 
down below at the mariland pt. being moored to warfs 
while they most remain at half mile off from the bank 
of the Potowmack owing to the main chanel bearing 
from the entrance into the eastern branch immediately 
and all the w T ay up on the Virginia shore until it come 
to strik on Mason Island round which in turning it 
come to wash for ashore to space on the Rock at hamp- 
stead Pt or Funktown, making its way to and from 
the wharfs at georgetown were the grand navigation 
end. 

this spot made to derive every possible advantage 
from water conveyance would in the same time be free 
from the great Enconveniency attending the crossing 
of navigable River, the deep waterin that branch not 
coming further up than Evans Pt. about half mile 
above the ferry there the large bed of the river imme- 
diately changes in to Run over the which bridges 
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might easily be erected to secure a constant intercourse 
with the eastern continant in the meanwhile as it 
would facilitate seats being fixed on each border of a 
grand streem whoes dept abound with fish, and whoes 
aspect in affording a debaffement from the great bust- 
ling rest the eyes from the grand sight below the City. 
All the total of this ground is such as will favour 
every improvement as may render the City agreable 
commodious and capable of promoting all sort of atil 
establishment on its water side from the mouth of the 
Eastern branch at Carroll bourough as far up as to 
Evans point a distance of above three miles the fre- 
quent winding of the shore form many natural wet 
dock which for not having every were a great dept 
of water nevertheless would become very convenient 
for the < establishing of naval store and for arsenals 
the which as well. as ware house for merchant men 
might safely be rised on the water edge without fear of 
impeding the prospect from on the Heigh flat behind. — 
there were the level ground on the water and all round 
were it decend but most particularly on that part 
terminating in a ridge to Jenkins Hill and running in a 
paralell with and at half mile off from the river Potow- 
mack separated by a low ground intersected with three 
grand streems — many of the most desirable position 
offer for to Erect the Publique Edifices thereon — from 
these height every grand building would rear with a 
majestied aspect over the Country all around and might 
be advantageously seen from twenty miles off which 
Contigeous to the first setlement of the City they 
would there stand to ages in a Central point to it, facing 
on the grandest prospect of both of the branch of the 
Potowmack with the town of Alexandry in front seen 
in its fullest extent over many points of land projecting 
from the Mariland and Virginia shore in a manner as 
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add much to the perspective at the end of which the 
Gape of great Hunting Greek appears directly were a 
corner stone of the Federal District is to be placed and 
in the room of which a Majestic Colum or a grand 
Perysomid being erected would produce the happyest 
effect and Compleatly finish the landskape. 

Thus in every respect advantageously situated the 
Federal City would soon grow of itself and spread as 
the branches of a tree does toward were they meet with 
most nourishment. 

then the attractive local will lay all Eound and at 
distance not beyond those limits within the which a 
City the Capital of an Extensive Empire may be de- 
liniated. 

having a bridge laid over the Eastern branch some 
were above Evans pt. there the natural limit of the 
Eastern branch of the City may be extended while in 
its western extrimity may be included Georgetown 
itself which being situated at the head of grand navi- 
gation of the Potowmack should be favoured with the 
same advantage of better Communication with the 
Southern by having also a bridge erected over the Po- 
towmack at the place of the two Sisters were nature 
would effectually favour the undertaking. 

there between those two points beginning with the 
settlement of the grand City on the bank of the Eastern 
branch and promoting the first improvement all along 
of the Heiglh flat as far as were it end on Jenkins Hill 
would place the city central to the ground left open to 
its agrandisement which most undoubtly would be ra- 
pide toward both extremity provided nevertheless that 
attention be paid immediately on laying the first out 
line of the establishment to open a direct and large 
avenue from the bridge on the Potowmack to that on 
the Eastern branch the which should be well level 



Proceedings of the Society. 31 

passing across Georgetown and over the most advanta- 
geous ground for prospect trought the Grand City, with 
a midle way paved for heavy carriage and walk on 
each side planted with double Bows of trees to the 
end that by making it a communication as agreeable 
as it will be convenient it may the more induce the im- 
provement of either place all along and prompt the 
citizens in both to Exertions to shorten the distance 
by buildings insensibly affect the wished junction and 
compleat a street laid out on a dimention proportioned 
to the greatness which a city tlhe Capitale of a power- 
full Empire ought to manifest 

In viewing the Intended Establishment in the light 
and considering how in progre'ss of time a city so hap- 
pily situated will extan'd over a large surface of 
Ground, much deliberation is necessary for to deter- 
mine on a plan for the total distribution and conceive 
that plan on a sisteem which in the mean while as it 
most render the place commodious and agreeable to 
the first settler in it may be capable of having made a 
part of the whole when enlarged by progressive im- 
provement, the which to be made agreeable to what 
will first have been erected and preserve the similar 
correspondence with what may only be intended should 
be foreseen in the first deliniation in a grand pland of 
the whol city combined with the various ground it will 
cover and with the particular circumstance of the 
country all around. 

in endeavoring to effect this it is not the regular as- 
semblage of houses laid out in square and forming 
streets all parrallel and uniform that is so necessary 
for such plan could only do on a well level plain and 
were no surrounding object being interesting it be- 
come indifferent which way the opening of street may 
be directed. 
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but on any other ground a plan of this sort most be 
defective and it never would answer for any of the 
spots proposed for the Federal City, and on that held 
here as the most eligible it would absolutely annilate 
every of the advantage enumerated and the seeing of 
which will alone injure the success of the undertaking. 

such regular plan indeed however answerable as 
they may appear upon paper or seducing as they may 
be on the first aspect to the eyes of some people most 
even when applayed upon the ground the best calcu- 
lated, to admit of it become at last tiresome and in- 
sipide and it never could be in its orrigine but a mean 
continance of some cool imagination wanting a sense 
of the real grand and truly beautifull only to be met 
with were nature contribut with art and diversify the 
objects. 

It is believed that this report was delivered to President Wash- 
ington at Georgetown, March 26, 1791. 

John Stewart, C. E., 
In charge of Records, Office of Public Buildings and Grounds, Dec. 

14, 1898. 

Georgetown, Jun 22 — 1791 
Sir. In framing the plan here anexed, for the for the 
intended Federal City I regreted much being indered by 
the shortness of time from making any particular 
drawing of the several buildings— squars — and every 
other improvement which the smallness of the scale 
of the general map together with the hurry with which 
I had it drawri could not admit of having so correctly 
lay down as necessary to give a perfect Idea of the ef- 
fect of the whole in the execution. 

My whole attention was given to the combination 
of the general distribution of the grand local as to an 
object of most immediate moment and of importance to 
this I yielded every other consideration and have in 
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consequence to sollicite again your Indulgence in sub- 
mitting to you my Ideas in an incomplete drawing only 
correct as to the situation and distance of objects all 
of which were determined after a local well ascertained 
having for more accuracy had several lines run on the 
ground cleared of the wood and afterwards measured 
with posts fixed all along, to serve me as certain bases 
from after the which I might arrange the whole with 
a certainty of making every part fit to the various 
grounds. 

having first determined some principal points to 
which I wished making the rest subordinate I next 
made the distribution regular with streets at right 
angle north-south and east west but afterwards I opened 
others on various directions as avenues to and from 
every principal places, wishing by this not mearly to 
contrast with the general regularity nor to afford a 
greater variety of pleasant seats and prospect as will 
be obtained from the advantageous ground over the 
which the avenues are mostly directed but principally 
to connect each part of the city with more efficacy by, 
if I may so express, making the real distance less from 
place to place in menaging on them a reisprocity of 
sight and making them thus seemingly connected pro- 
mot a rapide stellement over the whole so that the 
most remot may become an adition to the principal 
while without the help of these divurgents communi- 
cations such setlements if at all attempted would be 
languid, and lost in the Extant would become detre- 
mental to the main establishment. 

Several of these avenues were also necessary to effect 
the junction of of several out road which' I concluded 
essential to bring central to the city in rendering these 
road shorter as is done with respect to the bladensburg 
and Eastern branche Road made above a mile shorter 
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besides the advantage of their leading from the direc- 
tion given immediately on the warfs of georgetown 
without passing tthe hilly ground of that place whose 
agrandissement it will- consequently check while it 
will accelerate those over Wik creek on the city side 
the which cannot help spreading soon all along of 
these avenues forming of themselves a variety of pleas- 
ant ride and being combined to injure a rapide Inter- 
course with all the part of the City to which they wiH 
serve as does the main vains in the animal body to 
diffuse life through smaller vessels in quickening the 
active motion to the heart. 

as to on what point it is most expedient first to 
begone the main Establishment, I believe the question 
may be easily reply if not viewing by part embracing 
under one sight the whole extant from the Eastern 
branch to Georgetown and from the branch on the Po- 
towmack across toward the mountains, for consider- 
ing impartially this whole extant and reflecting it is 
that of the Intended city than only one position will 
appear capable of promoting the rapid agrandizement 
and settlement of the whole. 

across the tiber of above were the tide water come 
lay certainly the elligible spot to lay the Foundation of 
an establishment of the nature of the one in view, not 
because this point being central is most likely to dif- 
fuse an Equallity of advantages trough the whole ter- 
ritory and in turn to devise a benefit propotional to 
the rise of its value but because the nature of the local 
is such as will made everything concur to render a set- 
tlement there prosperous — there it will benefit of the 
natural jalousie which most stimulate establishments 
on each of its opposed limits it will become necessarily 
the point of reunion of both and soon become popu- 
louz. a canal being easy to open from the eastern 
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branch and to be lead across the first settlement and 
carried toward the mouth of the tiber where it will 
again give an issue into the Potowmack and at a dis- 
tance not to far off for to admit the boats from the 
grand navigation canal from getting in, will undoubt- 
edly facilitate a conveyance most advantageous to 
trading Interest it will insure the storing of marketts 
which, as lay down on the map, being erected all along 
the canal and over grounds proper to shelter any num- 
ber of boats will serve of Mart Houses from were when 
the city is grown to its fullest extent the most distant 
markets will be supplied at command. 

to these advantages of first necessity to consider to 
determine the seat of a City is added that of the propo- 
sitions which there offer and the which are the most 
suceptible of any within the limits of the intended city 
of leading to those grand improvements of publique 
magnitude and as may serve as models for all subse- 
quent undertaking and stand to future ages a monu- 
ment to national genious and munificence. 

After much menutial search for an elligible situa- 
tion, prompted I may say from a fear of being preju- 
diced in favour of a first opinion I could discover no 
one so advantageously to greet the congressional build- 
ing as is that on the west end of Jenkins heights 
which stand as a pedestal waiting for a monument, 
and I am confident, were all the wood cleared from the 
ground no situation could stand in competition with 
this, some might perhaps require less labour to be 
rendered agreeable but after all assistance of arts none 
ever would be made so grand and all other would ap- 
pear but of secondary nature. 

that were I determine the seat of the presidial pal- 
ace, in its difference of nature may be view of advan- 
tageous to the object of ading to the sumptuousness of 
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a palace the convenience of a house and the agreeable- 
ness of country seat situated on that ridge which at- 
tracted your attention at the first inspection of the 
ground on the west side of the tiber entrance it will 
see 10 or 12 miles down the Potowmack front the town 
and harbor of Alexandria and stand to the view of tihe 
whole city and have the most improved part of it 
made by addition to those grand Improvements for 
which the ground in the dependenly of the palace is 
to proper. 

. fixed as expressed on the map the distance from 
the Congressional House will not be to great as what 
the activity of business may be no mesage to nor from 
the president is to be made without a sort of decorum 
which will doubtless point out the propriety of com- 
mitte waiting on him in carriage should his palace 
be even contigious to Congress. 

to mak however the distarice less to other officers I 
placed the three grand Departments of State contigous 
to the principle Palace and on the way leading to the 
Congressional House the gardens of the one together 
with the park and other improvement on the depend- 
ency are connected witSi the publique walk and ave- 
nue to the Congress house in a manner as most form 
a whole as grand as it will be agreeable and convenient 
to the whole city which form the distribution of the 
local will have an early access to this place of general 
resort and all along side of which may be placed play 
houses, room of assembly, accademies and all such sort 
of places as may be attractive to the learned and afford 
diversion to the idle. 

I proposed continuing the canal much further up 
but this being not to be effectual but with the aid of 
lock, and from a level obtained of the height of the 
spring of the tiber the greatest facility being to bring 
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those waters over the flat back of Jenkins I gave the 
more readily a preference to avail of this water to sup- 
ply that part of the city as it will promo t the execution 
of a plan which I propose in this map, of leting the tiber 
return in its proper channel by a fall which issuing 
from under the base of the Congress building may 
there form a cascade of forty feet heigh or more than 
one hundred waide which would produce the most 
happy effect in rolling down to fill up the canall and 
discharge itself in the Potowmack of which it would 
then appear as the main spring when seen through 
that grand and majestic avenue intersecting with the 
prospect from the palace at a point which being seen 
from both I have designated as the proper for to erect 
a grand Equestrian figure. 

in the present unimproved state of the local it will 
appear that the height were is marked that monument 
dose intercept the view of the watei* from the palace 
and in fact it is partly the case but it most be observed 
that having to bound the entrance of the tiber at the 
breadth of a canal of 200 ft. which is the utmost 
breadth that can be preserve to avoid its being drained 
at low water, it will require much ground to be trown 
in to feel up, and at least as much as will enable to 
levell that point of heigh ground between the tiber and 
P Yong House to almost a level with the tide water 
and of course to procure to the palace and all other 
houses from that place to congress a prospect of the 
Potowmack the which will acquire new swithess being 
laid over the green of a field well level and made 
brilant by shade of few tree artfully planted 

I am with respectfull submission 

Your most humble & obedient servant, 

P. C. L'Enfant. 
Per 

To the President of the United States. 
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Georgetown, August 19 — 1791 

Sir., The highest of my ambition gratified in having 
met with your approbation in the project of the plan 
which I have now the Honor of presenting to you agree- 
able to your direction. Still leaving me something to 
wish for until I see the Execution of that plan effected 
to the full attainment of your object. 

I shall here beg the permission of fixing for a mo- 
ment your attention on matter which I conceive of most 
importance to the advancement of the business. 

The Inspection of the anexed map of dotted lines 
being sufficiently explanatory of the progress made in 
the work will I hope leave you satisfied how much 
more has been done than may have been expected from 
hands less desirous of meeting your applause and I 
shall confine on this subject with express the obligation 
I feel to be under for the kindly assistance given me 
by Mr Ellicott and to request if circumstances may 
admit of a delay in tShe prosecution of the business 
be discharged with on the frontier of Georgie — that his 
going there may be differed until the latter end of 
November next his assistance till then being most In- 
dispensable to compleat the work begone as is neces- 
sary to have a number of lots for houses measured 
and marked before the time when the first sale is in- 
tended. — 

this business has proved more tedious than at first 
considered owing to the multiplisity of operations In- 
dispensable to determine the acute angles and inter- 
sect lines with exactness on points given at great dis- 
tances in which process much difficulties was incunter- 
ed on account of the great encumbering of timber cut 
down in every direction tlhe which the proprietor are 
aware to preserve and unwilling to remove and most 
consequently increase obstacles in a way to a degree 
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as I am well convinced will in the end cause me the 
regret of falling much short from what I proposed and 
what is indeed most essential to perform previous a 
sale take place. 

brought to the point as matters do now stand enough 
is done to satisfy every one of an earnstedness in the 
process of execution — and the spots assigned for the 
Federal House and for the President palace in exhibit- 
ing the most sumpetous aspect and claiming already 
the sufferage of a crowd of daily visitors both natives 
and foreigner will serve to give a grand idea of the 
whole, but nevertheless it is to be wished more may be 
done to favour a sale — this being to serve very little 
towards evidencing the beauties of local reserved for 
private settlements all being absolutely lost in the 
chaos of felled timber without possibility to judge of 
the advantages of relative conveniency much less of 
agreement, to be derived from improvements intended 
in a surrounding local of which but few can form an 
idea even after inspecting a map. 

The grand avenu connecting both the palace and 
the Federal House will be most magnificent and most 
convenient, the streets running west of the upper 
square of the Federal House and which terminate in 
an easy slope on the canal through the tiber which 
it will overlook for the space of about two mile will be 
beautifull above what may be imagined — those other 
streets parallel to that canal, those crossing over it 
and which are as many avenues to the grand walk 
from the water cascade under the Federal House to 
the President park and dependinly extending to the 
bank of the Potowmack, and also the several squares 
or area such as are intended for the Judiciary Court — 
the national bank — the grand church — the play house 
— market and exchange — all through will offer a varie 
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ty of situation unparalled in point of beauties — 'suit- 
able to every purpose and in every point convenienl 
both are devised for the first ofset of the city and com- 
bined to command the height price in a sale. 

but as I observed before these advantages lost in 
the lumbering of the local and not being possible to be 
made perceptible within the short period left — a sale at 
a moment so premature will not bring the ten part of 
what it will at some more suitable season after a rough 
hewn of the proposed Improvements may help to the 
better appreciating of the merits of situation. 

besides a sale made previous the general plan of 
distribution of the city is made publique and before 
the circumstance of that sale taking place has had time 
to be known through the whole continent will not call 
a sufficient concurrence and most be confined to few 
Individuals speculating wanting means or inclination 
to improve and the consequence of a low sale in this 
first instance may prove injurious to the subsequent 
ones by serving as precedents to undervalue the re- 
maining lots at so much less in proportion to the less- 
ening of advantage of situation — on another part I 
apprehend the undersaling of lots far from promoting 
a speedy settlement and as many people argue of gain- 
ing friend to the establishment in inducing influential 
men in those as may continue opposed to it to become 
interested in the prices — will rather disgrace the whole 
business. 

it will I am convinced favor schems 'already encour- 
aged in consequence of the medrocity of the deposit re- 
quired — it will favour the plotting of a number of de- 
signing men whom in Georgetown in particular are 
more active than ever and use of every means to set 
themselves in a situation to cross the operation of the 
plan adopted — and whom in concert with society form- 
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ing in Baltimore and in other places unfriendly prom- 
ise to engross the most of the sale and master the 
whole business. 

with those apprehension and seeing on another part 
nothing to be gained from a sale which at best if tak- 
ing place this season will only be making the transfer 
of a most valuable property into the hand of speculator 
without a prospect even of deriving from it a mean to 
engage with any security in the intended work to 
whose first demand a fund resting on the produce of a 
deposit most prove inadequate. 

I concieve the postponing of that sale a measure 
which will be most expedient and advantageous to the 
business, as it is constant but people realy inclined to 
purchase and earnestly disposed to Erect houses will 
not be on this account disuaded from their coming on 
the spot tho for the instant disapointed in the object 
giving them a better idea of the local would I presume 
rather serve to prompt them to greater exertion and 
the idea which they will carry back most greatly serve 
to Influence other to come and to increase a competi- 
tion for lots as the time when the sale may be put off. 

this measure in some respect forced by circum- 
stances may I presume take place consistantly by al- 
leging the fact of an impossibility of having matter 
ready for it — owing to the necessity of taking the prev- 
ious and necessary steps of making an equal division 
of property between the individual owner and the pub- 
lique. 

the impossibility of doing this will not only result 
from the difficulties encountered in the mesuration of 
lots but will most evidently from a circumstance not 
yet mentioned of the proprietor of territory having not 
returned the survey of their possession as was repeat- 
edly required of them and which they declined to do 
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until disputes arrosed among them respecting to boun- 
dary are settled, this not likely to be so soon done 
most perclud for some time from making the necessary 
division of property and will prevent the divising of a 
mode to effect that of those lots which will be found 
laid across the lines of two or three different territory 
which most be frequent on account of the hisavory way 
the whole property is intermingled. 

Convinced no time will be found lost for to procure 
the necessary accomodation for Congress my intimacy 
with plans already forming relating to establishment 
on the Eastern branch — on the proposed canal and in 
various other parts made me not esitate in aserting 
that settlements will soon be spread through — provided 
a due attention is given to the carrying on and speedily 
in every part of those improvements as are combined 
convenance and agreablenes of those most distant sit- 
uation as they are meant to lead to the sumptousness of 
the more central. — when I observe — provided a due at- 
tention is given it is because notwithstanding I indulge 
the Idea of seeing soon the progress of the establish- 
ment become the wonder of all, I am sensible of the 
consequences of a scheek its progress may receive and 
am well persuaded that Individual exertions will wait 
the signal and model their process on the sperit with 
the which the publique business shall be conducted. 

it being therefore essential to begin well and with an 
assurance of continuing with a progressive degree of 
activity to be had — considering that a relaxation of mo- 
tion would greatly more injure the business than will a 
delay in mouving I to this effect — under the head of 
publick territory conceive it important not to confine 
the Idea to the erecting of a Congress House and a 
Presidential palace other exertions being necessary to 
prompt and enlarge private undertaking. 
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them alone can form the establishment enswerable 
to its objects, and to rise the city a city in fact it is in- 
dispensable to consider every of the improvements pro- 
posed in the plan as being part most essential to the 
framing of principal and however differential and in- 
connected as they may appear to effect them at a same 
time and with a proportional degree of dispatch. 

it is most essential to push with the utmost activity 
every improvement as may serve to marcantile Interest 
the canal through the tiber across to the eastern branch 
were an additional branch of it is marked in the plan, 
is of absolute necessity to determine and Insure a 
speedy settlement in that part were it is most desirable 
to help the conveying of material to the tow grand edi- 
fice. 

the making of the publik walk from under the fed- 
eral House as far as it is carried on the potomac and 
connected with the palace is an object which so ever 
trivial as it may appear to the eyes of many will be pro- 
ductive of as much advantage as the first mentioned 
objects in giving to the City at its first offset a super- 
iority of agreements over most of the city of the world 
as it will gaine one over them all in point of conven- 
ience of distribution after bringing the various Squares 
or area to their Intended shape and giving a regular 
and well combined stop to and leveling every grand 
avenu and principle streets— beginning with the most 
transversal and were settlements are most essential — 
not however ending them were house end but indis- 
criminately extending those improvements all over 
adulterating them on those parts the less attractive to 
prompt settlements thereon. — no need being of hasten- 
ing to encourage them on more advantageous situation 
— the which it may be well to preserve until the great 
rise of their value make it worth the sacrifice. 
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these idea already held to your consideration and 
the which met your approval «t the first beginning of 
the business — having directed my attention in divising 
a plan of distribution of local as I conceived to be the 
best calculated to this effect made me concider kn ap- 
propriation of the several squares as one proposed iif 
the plan to be alloted to each of the individual states 
as also the making of a free donation to every particu- 
lar religious society of a ground for House of wors'h a 
move from which Infinite advantage most result. 

each of these Establishments tho probably small at 
first being equally distended and near situated I will 
by a gradual accrossement soon connect and will from 
their beginning form a chain of Improvement round 
the principle part of the city which will extend by a 
scatering of settlement all along of those transversal 
and divurgent avenues wer£ none of them will be lost 
nor will be to distant from the Federal House or the 
President Palace. 

Betwixt these tow Edifices in the streets from the 
Grand avenu to the Palace toward the canal there will 
be a proper stand for shop— for mechanique and every 
people in various business, and the stimulate to builth 
houses in those part being so great it is not to be 
doubted that they will be erected contigious to each 
other and in a short time will increase to a number suf- 
ficient to afford a convenience in the intercourse of 
business and to procure proper accommodation to Con- 
gress member and every officer and other people at- 
tached to the executive. 

A marche so wholly different from the ordinary way 
of forming a town it is presumable will meet with your 
opos'n and be much objected to by people who will 
compute the accussement of towns existing with and 
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draw Inference from them in concluding against the 
plan I propose. 

it will also — as far as it may affect speculation on 
publick property encite many to disclaim against, but 
upon the whole every objection as may tend to a con- 
traction of the operation of the systeme most likely 
to arise from people interested in lowering the value of 
property or perhaps lead from motives whose good in- 
tent to the whole business may be questioned I am in 
hope people actuated from more independent principle 
will -consider and that however prejudice may blind 
them on the advantages while they Enumerate the In- 
conveniency in their Idea likely to result from the pro- 
cess — they will own that a success in the attainment 
of the end the systeme is combined to promote would 
be most prosperous, and confident in that success I feel 
the more encouraged to submit my Idea thereon to 
your judgment. 

as to the question as to what are the means neces- 
sary and how to secure them I will observe that those 
means must be extensive proportioned to the magni- 
tude of the undertaking and that so ever large as I con- 
cieve they ought to be I consider the property at your 
disposal fully proportionate to the object if attention 
is given in managing it 

15,000 lots will fall in the share of the publick as half 
of the property left for improvements after deduction 
made of streets and of ground appropriated to publick 
property — these lots will be of various sise from 66 ft. 
to J 7 in front and from 4 to 7 in an acre— the sum that 
will arise from the sale most be immense but as I ob- 
served it will only be if cautiously managed, for not- 
withstanding the amount of them lots most be Eno- 
rarory, I fear that under this Idea and when under- 
valuing the Magnitude of the work proposed it may in- 
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duce to a prodigality of those means in saling on low 
terms the most valuable proof of lots a circumstance 
which would in my opinion prove as destructive to the 
attainment of the grand object as would a contraction 
of measure determined after a timorous survey of the 
mass of the undertaking the which is offering a laby- 
rinth of difficulties would soon magnify them to a diffi- 
dence of power to surmount. 

therefore it is of importance the whole matter 
should be contemplated cooly and to be even short of 
the time left to effect it may appear not be hurried in 
to process nor to engage in it but after having secured 
effectual mean to supply the daily expenditure. 

those means at your disposal were proportioned to 
the object and I consider them so if other means are 
first secured to rise the property to its proper value. 

for to look upon that property at this moment as a 
mean of supply and to use of this mean to defray the 
first expenditure of the beginning of the work would 
indeed be to expunge all resources before the moment 
is come for availing of them. 

because admitting the disadvantageous terms of the 
sale is advertized as may be altered and were suppos- 
ing the sale to be productive from the beginning the 
produce must be various and a fund mearly depending 
on it will never injure a timely supply to daily expen- 
diture a circumstance which would necessitate a fre- 
quent change in the mode of conducting matter, would 
delay the progress of work begon consequently occa- 
sion a loss and a misapplication of means and of time 
which in the course of every grand undertaking but 
most unadvoidably in one of the magnitude of that 
under consideration would work a dissipation of every 
means to an absolute dissapointment in the object to 
attain. 
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from these consideration a better security of funds 
being necessary to combine a plan of operation the 
good of which can only be inferred aided by punctual 
payments and regular and plentiful supply of materials 
it is well expedient first to divise the necessary means 
considering that economie in a pursuit of this nature 
lay in being aided with mercerny hands with the power 
of pouring means there were they may accelerate the 
leveling of difficulties frequent to encounter. 

Viewing matter in this light and being convinced 
money is the principal wheel to give and continue the 
motion to the machine left to organize I shall make it 
the object of this address to call your attention on the 
advantages which may be expected from borrowing a 
sum on the credit of tlhe property itself. 

under the facility of a loan no hurry being to dis- 
pose of the lots since a possibility may be for the pub- 
lick to erect houses for private accomodation which 
would be a measure but expedient and beneficial — it 
will become possible to appropriate a sum to each par- 
ticular object to perform and to carry on a regularly 
and at a same time every of those object forwarding 
them yearly in proportion to the money alloted for 
them respectively 

in that way every improvement may be easily com- 
pleated and without being restrained by little saving 
consideration they may be carried through the whole 
city Indiscriminately aiding and assisting every private 
undertaking were a reciprocity of benefit may ensue. — 
a mode of process which I may venture to assert would 
in the end bring three to one for the money they liber- 
ally expended and which heighly repaying for a loan on 
what ever terms it might be obtained would by rising 
the reputation of the undertaking to a degree of splen- 
dor and greatness unprecedented contribute most ef- 
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fectually to the increase of population to the accriss- 
ment of comerce and would in a short time rise the 
City one of the first the world will contain. 

it is in this manner and in this manner only I con- 
cieve the business may be conducted to a certainty of 
the attainment of that success. I wished to promot 
in the delination of a plan wholly new and which com- 
bined on a grand scale will require exertions a!bove 
what is the idea of many but the which not being be- 
yond your power to procur made me promise the secur- 
ing of them, as I remain assured you will conceive it 
essential to pursue with dignity the operation of an 
undertaking of a magnitude so worthy of the concern 
of a grand empire in the compleat achievement of the 
which the Honor of this is become so eminently con- 
cern and over whose progress the eyes of every other 
nation envying the opportunity denyed them will stand 
judge. 

I have the Honor to be with respect and submission, 
Your most humble obedient servant, 

P. C. L'Enfant. 
Per 

The President of the United States. 
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OF THE 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, D. 0. 

[Read before the Society, Feb. 18, 1895] 
By John Stewart. 

Washington City came into existence by an Act of 
Congress, begun and held at the City of New York, on 
Monday, the 4th day of January, 1790, entitled, "An 



